EXAMPLES OF UNRELIABLE WEBSITES

Hoax Website:

Have students type ‘tree octopus’ into a search engine.  Many web addresses will be displayed.   Students should go to this address:  http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/sightings.html
Give students a few minutes to read the information.  Have students use a thumbs up (in front of their chest so that other students cannot see their vote) if the information is reliable and a thumbs down if they do not think the information is reliable.  Discuss the attributes of the website and why the information appears reliable.  Such as: “The tree octopus has a scientific name, Octopus paxarbolis.”  “There are photos of the octopus in trees not the ocean.”  “The resources listed on the page include a few real organisms on reliable sites, although there are several more hoax websites listed.” Then discuss reasons why anyone would produce such a professionally done site for an imaginary animal? In this case, the website was created was to demonstrate how easy it is to create a bogus website with believable, information.

Unreliable Information:


Have students type in this website http://planetfacts.org/planet-pluto-facts/, which provides the following information:  “Pluto is the smallest planet in the Solar System, smaller than Earth’s Moon, and half the width of Jupiter’s moon, Ganymede.”  

Although this website claims to have been updated in 2012 (Note: Show students how to determine when sites are updated.), it contains outdated or incorrect information.

After viewing these examples use them to discuss ways to evaluate if a website is credible.
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