Pseudo-Code

Pseudo-Code is a numbered list of instructions to perform some task.  Three things are critical in writing Pseudo-Code: 1) Number each instruction (this forces an order to the steps), 2) Instructions must be very specific and doable, and 3) All steps must be included.  Note:  There are three basic instructions: 1) input (get), 2) calculate (=), and 3) output (display).   Finally, any variables used must be stated (normally at the end).  

Here are some examples of Pseudo-code: 

Example #1 - Computing the price of an item you are going to purchase.

1.         Get: item price

2.         Get: sales tax rate

3.         Sales tax = price of time * sales tax rate

4.         Final prince = price of item + sales tax

5.         Display: final price

6.         Stop

Variables: Item price, Sales tax rate, Sales tax, Final price

Example #2 - Computing Weekly Wages:  Gross pay is dependent on the number of hours that you work.  For instance: if you work less than 40 hours per week you get your normal wage, if you work between 40 and less than 60 hours per week you get time and a half, and if you work over 60 hours in a week you get paid double time.   

1. Get: hours worked

2. Get: pay rate

3.  If hours worked ≤ 40 then:


3.1  Gross pay = pay rate times hours worked

4. Else: If 
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4.1   Gross pay = pay rate times 40 plus 1.5 times pay rate times (hours worked minus 40)

5. Else: 


5.1   Gross pay = pay rate * 10 + 1.5 * pay rate * (hours worked – 40) + 2 * pay rate (hours worked – 60).

6.  Display gross pay

7.  Stop

variables:  hours worked, pay rate, gross pay
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